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Intelhgence Umts in Congress
At Oddson Covert Latm Ald

L

WASHING"‘ON May 17 -—The House
and Senate intel committees are |
: msharpconﬂxctoverCungras srolein |
curbing covert_aid.to the Nicaraguan
rebels, members. of both commmeés
mdxmted*today

: hgoehasappmedaxmngoﬂallmv
- ert_aid to Nicaraguea, whxletheSenate
Select Committee on Intelligence
appmvedasmm!honinmeinsuch
-aid, but asserted-its: nghttoappmve
specxﬁc cavm operanons begmmng

Repxesentatwe Edward’ P Boland '

chairman" of the House -comuaittee,
strongly opposes -the. Senate -commit.
_ tee’s plan&sanmappropnatemtmsmn

‘of Congress mto the President’s premg
. atives, .

-+ %] am coneemed ‘about a one-ste
committee veto,” the Massachusetts
" Democrat smdmanmterwew
~.* - Roleof Executive Branch’

Specmcany, Mr. Boiand and others

Temito ‘ByMARTleLCHIN
. C M»mmymm
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. tlonprempxtmxs,{*h 5
committee

on the House committee have told Sen--

ate Democrats that it was the executive

_branch’s role to initiate and conduct

covert operations. They do-not want .
Congrwstobethebresxdent'spaxtner?

insuch actions. .

“Some fearedthatvcngresscmﬂdbe
i recess when an-ernergency arose,-
and therefore be blamed for a delayed

i tion without

ormadeqnateresponser:oanmtema :

tional crisis
;A House m ccmmxttee Te-
port, made pubhc on Monday, accused
thie . Administration of- -misleading and
ignoring Congress about covert opera-
tions in Nicaraguna. Sorme Souse mem.
bers fear that if the Administration con-
tipues such a practice: Congress will
‘nonetheless be beld fully- acwuntahle
for-the covert ioms.. .
¢'=The C.LA - liesto

* ‘Legisiators, NotAdmmstrawrs

. 'SOme House Republicans-siso’ ques-
'hnnedthewisdomoftneSenateplan.
'"Polincally, 1 don’t Enow how smart
H J. Hydm ’l;epubhcanof minoims, |
enry e, -
-who_bas played a leading role in the
E:t?e P;grexsn Affairs Cormittee de-
on the intelligence committee bill.
“It makes them

parthersinthe success
orfamu'eoftheopmnax_""heyshmnd

beleg!slam Dot adyrinStrators.”

Forexgn A.ﬂ‘ans Coxmmttee has concur-
rent - jurisdiction over the intellxgence
committee plan.

Senatemtenigeneecommmeemem;f
! bers, ontheother hand, are critical of * he said. “It has beco
.fany room,” he sai : me.a

theHousecommittee’sproposedbanoni: ; . DAY
TheHouseSelectCommmeeonlntel 1l covert ;aid for-Nicaraguan -rebels:

'Ihey-mns:da' theHouse committee ac-

‘Senate

] émberspom

~that the House:committee approved its -
plan‘by a- party-line:vote of 9 t05,:and "
believe that the .coramittee hurt Jtself_,
byfmhngtogainaconsmnsthatm-;,

clnded Republxcans

They*d like to get themselves-out of_’
the predicament they found themselves

-in;” said Senator Barry Goldwater, Re-
publican ‘of ‘Arizona, chairman of the
Senate intelligence committee. I think

that party-line: vote pretty -near-de-.
stmyed the. eﬂectjveness of the House

committee,”"
= ssoMlmonlnCouﬂngencyhmds

'Some House committee Democrats
-wanted to reduce . drastically, if.not

-eliminate, all .contingency money for

covert operations, which.total $50 mil- :

lion, and canbeusedbytheAdministra
’s approval. The
-proposal lacked support, however, and
- was abandtmed before being put to.a
vote. .

The Senate mtelhgence committee
whose plan was approved with bxpart:
-sah support, believes that its oversight
role demands more than simply- being

informed of covert activities, as is re-,

qmred under presentlaw.

" The committee has asked the Admm-
‘istration to present a new plan with its
-objectives and strategies by Sept. 30,

-ard Mr. Goldwater noted that the Ad-,
- ministration had ‘changed both objec-.
mandstxategmssmcethecwmmd,

beganm1981¢

Some" ‘Senate comxmttee members
. contend: that committee approval of
specific covert operations is necessary
‘because: such - operations nmsaruy
viplate existing treaties with nations in

which the operations occur. Those trea--

‘ties, they note, are the law of theland. ...

" "fwhile, over the prospects of blpamm
‘Jaction on the House intelligence com-

~imittee bill. The Foreign Affairs Com-

*It’s a question of how you exercise
oversight,”” said Senator Patrick J.
it Leahy, Democrat of Vermont a-com-.
{mittee member. .

.-House Republicans Are Split

Repuhhcans on the House Foreign Af-
‘Jfairs Committee were divided, mean-

mmeexsexpectedtovoteonthemees-
ure Wednesday. -

‘Mr. Hyde, a conservative Republi-
can, doubted the possibility of a biparti-
san compromise. "Theyhaven t left us

“But Representative Jim ;Leach, '.a’
moderate Republican of Iowa and a for-;
mer Foreign Service officer who oftenj.
votes with the committee’s Democrats; <

Democrats’ measure can come out, Re-"
publicans will be forced to vote for it . !
Democrats on the House Foreign Af-' i

1 fairs committee decided tomght to bar

the public from the-debate Wednesday | -
on the ground that floor consideration of 1 ‘
the measurewmﬂd alsobeclosed o
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said, *‘My -guess is .that if only the - - /



